
Dear Town Meeting Members,       May 21, 2008 

 

We as parents and concerned community members of this Town meeting body respectfully 

ask you to show your support for our schools by voting to PASS both the Elementary and 

Regional school budgets when presented this evening.  

 

These are difficult times for the Amherst schools.  With energy and health care costs rising 

rapidly, it is becoming increasingly difficult to provide a quality education to the children of 

Amherst.   As parents we have been watching the school committee make difficult budget 

cuts.  Back in 2003 parents formed the “Amherst Parent Coalition” and we came before this 

body to express our deep concern for threatened cuts that included the loss of the 

Hitchcock Center EcoBus, and all the schools’ library paraprofessionals.  

 

Sadly, since then, the system had to actually cut all library paraprofessionals, as well as 

teachers, literacy and other paraprofessionals, clerical workers, an assistant superintendent, 

a curriculum director, an assistant principal, and other administration. High School students 

have mandatory study halls, the Middle School had to cut a team, class sizes have grown 

throughout the district, and the budget for textbooks and instructional supplies has been 

slashed. The stress of these budget cuts is now hitting the cafeteria workers, and we are 

again very saddened about this situation. 

 

In the face of a difficult financial picture the School Committee had to make difficult 

choices.  While we are disappointed that this transition has to happen, we support that 

decision to focus resources on the core mission of the schools, education of children. 

 

We as Town Meeting members have all had to watch the various committees make difficult 

decisions forced by shrinking budgets; loss of full funding to social programs, loss of library 

hours, holding off on restoring police officers. The school budget reflects the best effort of 

our Superintendent and School Committee to fund a fully functional school system, and we 

would appreciate your support in passing these budgets. 

 

Respectfully, 

Parent members of Town Meeting and other concerned members,  

Clare Bertrand 

Lise Halpern 

Michael Giles 

Keith Ulrich 

Marilyn Blaustein 

Patty Blauner 

Peter Blier 

Phil Jackson 

Gavin Andresen 

Stephen Braun 

Susan Reddit 

Chris Hoffman 

Kate Troast 

Mike Rossen 

Sheilah Jones 

Carol Sharick 

Adrienne Levine 

Taryn La Raja 

John Kick 

Robert Phillips  

Jeff Blaustein 

Kathy Ford 

Sarah Auerbach 

Margot O’Connor 

Julia Rueschemeyer 

Aaron Hayden 

Bryan Harvey   

Lynn Griesemer 

Grace Griecci 

Marilyn  Blaustein 

Barbara Levine 


